Heroes and Legends
Exhibit Title: The King of the Hill

Core Connection

Fourth Grade Language Arts Standard 6: Vocabulary — Students learn and use
grade level vocabulary to increase understanding and read fluently.

Fourth Grade Language Arts Standard 8: Writing — Students write daily to
communicate effectively for a variety of reasons.

Summary: During their visit to the museum, students will hear Alf Engen referred to as
both a “hero” and a “legend.” They might hear about the “legacies” the early ski
pioneers left behind. The focus of this lesson is to provide students with the
understanding of the difference in meaning between these words and to identify present

day heroes

and legends. Students and teacher will work together to produce a book

entitled, “Our Heroes and Legends.” For more background, please refer to “Secret #4:

Does Utah

Have Skiing Legends? Yes!”

Lesson Learning Objectives:

1.

2.

Materials:

Prior to visiting the museum, students will understand the definitions of, and
the differences between, a “hero,” a “legend,” and a “legacy.”

Students will identify heroes and legends in present day society and write a
paragraph about a hero of their choice, including the legacy this hero will
leave behind.

Students will learn categorization skills as they define reasons people are
considered to be heroes and sort the student paragraphs according to these
reasons.

Students and teacher will work as a class and in small groups to write and
revise chapter introductions for the book.

After the visit to the museum, students will write a paragraph about Alf
Engen, validating the reasons he is considered to be both a hero and a legend.

paper and pencil crayons or colored pencils
pictures brought by students cardstock for book cover
books of community helpers and/or sports figures provided by teacher

Time Approximate: 55 minutes pre-visit

40 minutes post-visit
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