Creating a Legacy
Exhibit Title: The King of the Hill

Core Connection

Fourth Grade Social Studies Standard 2: Students will understand how Utah’s
history has been shaped by many diverse people, events, and ideas.

Fourth Grade Language Arts Standard 8: Writing — Students write daily to
communicate effectively for a variety of reasons.

Summary: Students will see many items specifically about Alf Engen at the museum.
One of the most interesting exhibits is the trophy case with many of Alf’s awards. The
purposes of this lesson are to increase students’ awareness of their own accomplishments,
to introduce students to the contributions Alf made to the community, to relate Alf’s
philosophy about life to the numerous trophies he won, and to understand ways in which
each person creates his or her own legacy. Students will write one composition before
their visit to the museum and a second upon their return to school.

Teacher Background:

When visiting the “King of the Hill” display, students will see trophies of all types:
spoons, boots, a watch, a baton, and even a fighter jet model, to name a few. Yet, to Alf,
the most important accomplishment was not the trophies he won, but the many people he
brought into the sport of skiing through his years of teaching at Alta, Utah. This lesson is
centered around a world champion’s belief that personal character is a person’s greatest
legacy.
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